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Land Use

Land use affects every living thing on the planet, humans and animals alike.  Land use is defined in many ways.  Here are just a few definitions: 

· From the FindLaw.com legal dictionary

· “Generic term used to describe activities such as zoning and/or the control of real estate developments. Land-use planning laws are implemented by local zoning and ordinances.”

· From the Natural Resources Defense Council

· “The way in which land is used, especially in farming and city planning.”

· From Wikipedia

· “Land use is the human modification of natural environment or wilderness into built environment such as fields, pastures, and settlements.”

These definitions are each a little bit different, but basically come down to the same thing.  They all talk about how land is used by humans in order to thrive.  


Land use is an important issue because it impacts so much of our lives.  Cities plan where they are going to locate everything from restaurants to city parks to family neighborhoods to low-income housing.  Being aware of how these decisions are made and what citizens can do to improve the layout of a community and how that layout will impact other living creatures’ habitat, is necessary if we want to continue to live with our current lifestyle.  Land use is also important because how we use the land represents our values and is a representation of our community for future generations.  
Archeologists learn so much about extinct societies based solely on the layout of what remains of their cities and homes.  


Businesses are instrumental in making decisions about how land can and should be used.  They have a lot of power over the decision makers and if they act responsibly, land will be used, preserved and protected for future generations to come.  If businesses do not think about how their decisions will impact the world in the long-term, there will be (and has been) great loss to the world.  


This bibliography is meant to support business and community leaders learn about what is being done to protect land, how they can achieve their goals and preserve land, and provide the general public with a tool that will help them further understand the implications of how we parcel out our land.  


In order to put this bibliography together, many tools and methods were utilized.  Some resources were known about and others were discovered through searching the Internet.  One the web, I went to Google.com and search many ways.  The following table describes my search strings:

	“land use”

	“land use” and resources

	“land use” protection

	“land use” destruction

	“land use” laws

	“land use” impact


These search strings led me to many useful websites and materials.  These websites also led me to other resources because of the external links pages on the sites.  Please see the following list of resources to help people understand land use and the implications of how we use land.

 
To see the annotated bibliography, please go to my wiki: http://vibrantlibrarian.pbworks.com/Green-Business-Annotated-Bibliography.  If you would like to print it, please scroll to the bottom of the page and click on the “printable” link.  Thanks!

 

 


GRADE: A
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�A great illustration for your point here! 


�This is great! And, in a very user-friendly format. I hope you get to use this resource in your library work!





The locally focused section and also the “professional development” resources were unique additions!


�Joanna – your bibliography is outstanding! And, the presented format is professional, accessible, and user-friendly. The thought and hard work you put into this project is evident and is greatly appreciated.








Again, excellent job! 








