Folk and Fairy Tale Event ideas
From PUBYAC discussion
Take a look at my craft blog post. You may find something useful here:

http://karenchace.blogspot.com/2010/11/crayons-crafts-and-coloring-oh-my.html
 ****************************************************************************

I picked up the book Fairy Tale Feasts by Jane Yolen (ISBN 1566566436) to plan an event such as the one you described. We didn't actually do it, (2 cooperating libraries, an offsite location, details never meshed) but I liked the cookbook/storybook and thought it inspirational.

****************************************************************************

I love this idea....we put together a fun script using the 3 little pigs called the curious case of the 3 little pigs by A. Wolf.  I even added music for each of the pigs as they built their house... it turned out very good. Please post any ideas you get.... I would love to do this at my Library.

****************************************************************************

I once did a "Castles in the Sky" program...

We made our own castles (it took about an hour and a half)

Materials: spray painted cereal boxes and paper towel tubes with gold or silver paint Glitter covered sugar icecream cones (pre-made with blue glitter) You can add just about anything in your craft supplies that could help design the windows-sequins, fabric scraps, construction paper, string (for the bridge over the moat) (You may need to cut out the castle entrance and windows for the kids ) Plus... everyone dresses up in royal attire....

The boys and girls both loved that program....

Another ideas is to build catapults with the boys!

I served crown shaped cookies & read sections of Stephen Biesty's Cross sectional "Castles" book while the kids worked on their craft. I also suggest having a couple of volunteers to assist!!! Good luck Heather!

****************************************************************************

We did a princess day...so they had to walk with a book (discarded) on their head in a circle, learn to bow or curtsey, and dance to the sugarplum fairies tune....) Then they made a crown & tiara with pipecleaners & flowers...

****************************************************************************

We did a similar program years ago, and the only thing I can remember is a display case we filled with objects and the kids had to guess what story they came from -- a bowl of oatmeal for the 3 bears, etc.  We had a long list - if you're interested, I can look through some files and see if we still have it somewhere.

****************************************************************************

I did a mixed- up fairy tales theme last year for a Story Hour program (3-5 year olds).  

We read:           The Three Little Wolves and the Big Bad Pig by Eugene Trivizas 



Stone Soup by Marcia Brown

Goldie Socks and the Three Libearians by Jackie Mims Hopkins

 

We made a paper bag pig puppet, so the children could retell the "Three Little Wolves" at home.

 

After doing the program I discovered the Twice Upon a Time series by Alan Osmond. They are continuations of classic fairytales. I plan to incorporate one of them next time I do this theme.  

****************************************************************************

We had a Fairy program for families a couple of years ago, and the big hit of the night was making "fairy doors".  Some time ago there were some articles on the web about the sighting of "Fairy Doors" so one of our librarians designed some little doors & we had kids make them either from very stiff cardboard, or, some that a friend had cut out of wood.  We had paint, glue, sequins, feathers, buttons, etc for them to decorate them with.  We also had fairy wands, fairy crowns, and little fairy sandwiches and cakes.

 ****************************************************************************

Your idea for a folk/fairy tale event for families is terrific!! I’ve never done quite what you describe, but I do love to share that kind of story, so maybe I should! 

My craft/activity idea goes along with Rapunzel – a great story to do since I’ve found out most people don’t really know the original story. It is very simple, but always well-received - to make a tower from a wrapping paper cardboard tube, with “hair” that goes up and down. Have everyone draw a picture of Rapunzel to glue on near the top of the tube inside a drawn-on window. Poke a hole through the window for a long yellow braided yarn ponytail that can be pulled down, and back up from the inside. If this interests you at all, I’d be happy to send more complete instructions and photos.

Had you thought about doing any of the Epossumondas stories by Janet Stevens, by the way? 

****************************************************************************

You could play Fairy Tale Bingo with words or pictures related to fairy tales in the squares and for the cover ups you could use large dried beans.  You could also start “magic beans” growing in cups or baby food jars.  On the Crayola website, http://www.crayola.com/crafts/,  they have a crown you can make.

****************************************************************************

A few years back, I did a couple of programs using folk tales and fairy tales. One of my favorite stories that I used was an African folk tale called Who's in Rabbit's House by Verna Aardema and illustrated by Leo and Diane Dillon. I showed the DVD which, is on the same disc as Why Mosquitoes Buzz in People's Ears and is narrated by James Earl Jones http://www.cduniverse.com/productinfo.asp?PID=6766247&style=movie&frm=frooglemovie. The kids really enjoyed it! We also played an African bean bag game called, "Haba Gaba." If you are familiar with the game, "corn hole," it's kind of like that. I cannot find a link to illustrate the game or the rules but, I can fax or mail the description to you if you are interested. I also had the children make masks because the illustrations show the use masks to tell the story, "Who's in Rabbit's House." I purchased the masks in bulk from Dick Blick http://www.dickblick.com/products/roylco-african-masks/. I didn't limit them to making "African" masks. I had them make "storytelling" masks.

Another idea that I used was sharing different takes on classic fairy tales. I read the story Bigfoot Cinderrrrrela, by Tony Johnston. We did a readers' theater skit with the book Once Upon A Cool Motorcycle Dude by Kevin O'Malley. We also collected some costume items from staff members who wanted to get rid of some stuff that was taking up space. We played a "guess- what- fairy tale -character," game that was like the show "Whose Line Is It Anyway?" It was fun to see how creative the kids could be with the items we used. Some of the items that we used were SCUBA flippers, a snorkeling mask, fairy wings, a witch's hat, a football helmet, feather boas and even a couple of old prom dresses. There are many other books including Falling For Rapunzel by Leah Wilcox. Once I began planning, I discovered that the number of "twisted tales" was overwhelming but, that made it easy to create an excellent display to advertise the program.

I know that we had snacks at both of these but I cannot remember what we had and unfortunately, I left my file for this program at the other library that I worked for. However, I did a "Shrek" program once where I made "swamp water punch." The recipe is 1 container of green sherbet, one litre of green Hawaiian Punch, and one two litre bottle of 7-UP or ginger ale. You just put the sherbet in a punch bowl, pour in the Hawaiian Punch and pour the soda over it. It's a ghastly color and will foam up really nicely. One child loved it so much that he asked if I would come to his house and make it for him! 

****************************************************************************

I had emailed a couple of suggestions previously, but I just thought of another one.  Make your own Magic Mirror with aluminum foil (shiny side up), double-sided tape, paper plates, and whatever scraps you can find to decorate the edges.  If possible, I would probably use an Ellison dye to make the circles.

****************************************************************************

I did a fairy tale program where the kids decorated gingerbread (wo)men and decorated foam (or paper) crowns.

