Thanks to all for your great suggestions - here is a compilation. By far, the most frequently suggested title was Jan Brett's The Mitten.

Big Pumpkin by Erica Silverman (use hats or masks for each character to try to pull the pumpkin out) The Mitten by Jan Brett (you can download the masks off her website and then either use a cardboard mitten to put all the animals into or use a big sheet and have the kids get under it to simulate the mitten)

The Goldminer's Daughter by Jackie Hopkins has audience participation where they hold signs and do sounds effects.

When I would read to elementary students in a different position, I loved reading Once Upon a Cool Motorcycle Dude by Kevin O'Malley.  Its two kids, a boy and a girl, and they have to write a fairy tale for class.  They go back and forth with telling the story- the girl has the beautiful princess Buttercup and the boy's character is a cool motorcycle dude.  You could have one of the girls wear a princess hat and one of the boys wear a bandana (like the motorcycle dude) and act out the characters. Other kids could be the king and queen, Buttercup's unicorn, etc.  The book always gets a big laugh and the kids like rooting for the boy or girl's story.  I've read this book with 3rd-5th graders.

Mem fox's the magic hat is fabulous!!! Make a hat- o have used a piece of construction paper with pokemon stickers and my big floppy garden

hat- a wand or stick, make flip cards with the animal on one side and clip art kids on the other. Have the kids sing with you "oh the magic hat the magic hat, it moves like this it moves like that" while waving their arms. Make one kid the wizard that turns all the children into animals and back with the wand and hat. If you are famiiar withthis book these disjointed directions will make more sense.

I have used it with preschool thru third and fourth grade with success. Once I asked too many kids to come up and instead of making them sit back down, we sang the song again and turned the little girl in to apple pie "and of course the giraffe and apple pie too" instead of "oh what a to do!" so the story is flexible.

I do the same thing with that book.  Another one that works well is "The Napping House" by Audrey Wood.  Have kids come up and make the sound effect for each person/animal - works best if you can get a kid who can do a really LOUD outrageous snore for Granny.  In "Stephanie's Ponytail" - Robert Munsch I always encourage the group to do the Ugly, ugly, very ugly line.  I know there are others I do, but those are the only two that pop into my head at the moment.

Here's a couple of other stories I've done with audience participation.

Stone Soup.   I have props for the ingredients and then have a few kids come up and put them in the soup, and we all say "soup from a stone - fancy that!"

The Mitten.  Different kids will be the animals that come in the mitten.  I've used a blanket and even had kids climb under a long table as they enter "the mitten."

How the Years Were Named for Animals (folktale explaining the origin of the Chinese zodiac).  First I give 12 kids a pendant which identifies them as one of the animals of the zodiac.  This is homemade using clip art, cardstock and yarn.  Then as I tell the story, I invite each child who represents the animals mentioned to come up, and then at the end I reveal which one the new year is named for.  I then give each child a handout that shows all of the animals and which years they correspond to, so they can figure out who of their friends and family were born in which animal's "year."

In response to the request for books that lend themselves to audience participation, without hesitation I'd recommend almost every title that Margaret Read McDonald has written.  They are written in an eminently tellable style and often with participation possibilities in mind.  A few  books of Margaret's that we've been working with our storytelling students are recently, both with k-2 students AND pregnant and parenting teens, are Mabela the Clever, Conejito, and The  Old Woman Who Lived in a Vinegar bottle.  In addition some of Margaret's classic compilations come complete with suggestions for audience participation.

Another personal favorite of mine that cries out for participation is Small Bad Dog's Bad Remembering Day by Mark Gibbe.  Have fun!

These are "audience participation stories" you read, (but NOT books). I tweak to fit the occasion.

http://www.scoutingbear.com/audience/audpart.htm
Hello,

You might take a look at Soup Opera by Jim Gill.  It had a room full of Children's Staff rolling with laughter at a training workshop.

Take a look at 20 Tellable Tales:  Audience Participation Folktales for the Beginning Storyteller by Margaret Read Macdonald.

I used the story of the Bremen Town Musicians as an audience participation story.  I'll attach the scrip I created.  I selected four kids to come up and play the part of the animal using puppets and four to play robbers.  A co-worker and I alternated reading/reciting the script as indicated by the red and green.  The bold lines in quotations we read to the selected kid and they repeated it.  Great fun!

I've used Bark, George by Feiffer with props.

I LOVE 'My Little Sister Ate One Hare' by Bill Grossman.  At the end of every gross thing she eats the book says  'We thought she'd throw up then and there.'  and the I have the audience say 'But she didn't'  in different voices...very soft, loud, with a french accent - oui, oui!!  singing, etc.

They have to listen carefully to know how to say the line.  You can use a BIG tee shirt and put all the things she eats in the neck of the tee and then at the end, she eats healthy peas and throws up and you spew all the stuff all over them.  It is so-o much fun and the kids LOVE it!!  Enjoy! and please share any other ideas??

These come immediately to mind:

Stone Soup (I like Ann McGovern's version -- I hand out the "ingredients" and use my plastic Halloween cauldron)  Tom Chapin's Song "Stone Soup" is a great follow-up!

Big Pumpkin by Erica Silverman (I have puppets, a plastic pumpkin, and a pie) Everyone helps with the "and s/he pulled & she tugged & she pulled -- first s/he pulled hard & then s/he pulled harder but the pumpkin just sat..."drat" (and we snap our fingers) said the witch" part.  (Scholastic had a song/chant version of this on cassette a number of years ago that is wonderful...if you want me to teach it to you, feel free to give me a call 908 526-4016 x166 - Carol Levin) One Dark Night -- Edna Preston (I have boards that hang around participants necks for each character) Three Billy Goats Gruff (puppets) The Trouble with Trolls -- Jan Brett (puppets & articles of clothing)
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